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Verdict, plea deal snare 2 ex-aides to Trump 


Jury convicts Manafort 
on 8 charges in fraud trial 


By SHARON LAFRANIERE 


NEW YORK TIMES 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. - Paul 
Manafort, President Trump’s 
former campaign chairman, was 
convicted Tuesday in his finan- 
cial fraud trial, bringing a dra- 
matic end to a politically charged 
case that riveted the capital. 

The verdict was a victory for 
the special counsel, Robert Muel- 
ler, whose prosecutors introduced 
extensive evidence that Manafort 
hid millions of dollars in foreign 


accounts to evade taxes and lied 
to banks repeatedly to obtain $20 
million in loans. 

Manafort was convicted of five 
counts of tax fraud, two counts 
of bank fraud and one count of 
failure to disclose a foreign bank 
account. The jury was unable to 
reach a verdict on the remaining 
10 counts, and the judge declared 
a mistrial on those charges. 

Kevin Downing, a lawyer for 
Manafort, said his client was 


See Manaforton Page A5 
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Cases involving President Trump’s former cam- 
paign manager Paul Manafort, left, and former 
lawyer Michael Cohen were settled Tuesday. 


Cohen says president directed him 
to pay women, influence election 


By WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, 
MAGGIE HABERMAN, 
BEN PROTESS 
AND JIM RUTENBERG 


NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK - Michael Co- 
hen, President Trump’s former 
lawyer, made the extraordinary 
admission in court on Tuesday 
that Trump had directed him to 
arrange payments to two wom- 
en during the 2016 campaign to 
keep them from speaking public- 
ly about affairs they said they had 


with Trump. 

Cohen acknowledged the il- 
legal payments while pleading 
guilty to breaking campaign fi- 
nance laws and other charges, 
a litany of crimes that revealed 
both his shadowy involvement in 
Trump’s circle and his own cor- 
rupt business dealings. 

He told ajudge in U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan that the pay- 
ments to the women were made 
“in coordination with and at the 
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GOP chairs 
pump brakes 
on bid to fill 


Collins’ seat 


As 9 hopefuls state cases, 
no front-runner emerges 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 
AND SUSAN SCHULMAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 


BATAVIA - Republican leaders in 
the 27th Congressional District met 
Tuesday with nine people who want 
to be elected to Congress, only to end 
their marathon interview session by 
slowing down their selection process 
for a candidate to replace indicted 
Rep. Chris Collins. 

“Were no longer in a rush like we 
thought we were,” Erie County Repub- 
lican Chairman Nicholas A. Langwor- 
thy said after the county chairs end- 
ed their deliberations shortly before 
9 p.m., six hours after the interviews 
began. 

Only last week, Langworthy said 
the eight party chairs in the district 
hoped to settle on a candidate by the 
end of this week. But after meeting 
with the candidates, Langworthy said 
all of them remained in the running. 

“We know we have a lot to consider 
.. We will continue to deliberate,” he 
said. 

Similarly, the Republican chair- 
man in Monroe County, Bill Reilich, 
put a positive spin on a seeming lack 
of agreement among the eight county 
chairs. 

“Theres not a candidate we 
wouldn’t be happy with,” Reilich said, 
adding that the county chairs would 
not be meeting again any time soon, as 
they originally had hoped to do. 

“Were going to give it a little break 
for a few days,” he said. 

The debate is over which candidate 
will run for the seat about to be vacat- 
ed by Rep. Chris Collins, who was in- 
dicted on felony insider trading charg- 
es Aug. 8 and announced a few days 
later that he would not campaign for 
re-election. 

Earlier, the prospective candidates 
left the meeting at Batavia Downs say- 
ing they had no better idea who would 
be the candidate than they did when 
they walked in. 

“Everything I’ve seen, read and 
heard indicates there’s no front-run- 
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Radioactive waste found in Falls park 
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Piles of dirt at the center of construction at the main entrance to Niagara Falls State Park reportedly contain some radioactive material. 


Low levels found in 
dirt at tourist spot; 
state says site is safe 


By Tuomas J. PROHASKA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


or the past three months, 

thousands of people every 

day have walked by piles 

of dirt at the entrance of 
Niagara Falls State Park on their 
way to the falls, one of the world’s 
leading tourist attractions. 

What they couldn’t have known 
was how close they were to radio- 
active waste. 

No warnings are clearly posted. 
There are only two tiny signs more 
than 100 feet inside a fence sur- 
rounding the site of a new entrance 


Tourists walk past a construction site at the entrance to Nia- 
gara Falls State Park Friday. “There is no impact to health 
and safety,” a state spokesman said of radioactivity nearby. 


pathway and bus drop-off lane. 

The signs do not spell out radio- 
active waste but refer to TENORM 
- government shorthand for “tech- 
nologically enhanced naturally oc- 
curring radioactive material.” 

State officials confirmed to The 
Buffalo News that tests by the De- 
partment of Environmental Con- 
servation found low levels of ra- 
dioactivity, along with petroleum 
waste and traces of benzopyrene, 
a cancer-causing chemical found 
in coal tar, cigarette smoke and ve- 
hicle exhaust. 

“All compromised soil has been 
contained and there is no impact 
to health and safety,’ Randy Si- 
mons, spokesman for the state Of- 
fice of Parks, Recreation and His- 
toric Preservation, said in an email 


See Falls on Page A10 


INDEX 


Crossword 
Entertainment 
Horoscope . 
Letters 


B8, B10 Lotteries 
E c9 Notebook ..... 
Obituaries .. 
Opinion ........ 


Picture Page 
Scoreboard .. 
Sports .. 
Television ..... 


WEATHER 


: Breezy, chance of showers. High 
70, low 56. Details on Page C12. 
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